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Purposes for Reading Conferences
· Diagnostic: identify problems in accuracy, fluency, comprehension

· Build a relationship of trust and respect between teacher and student

· Build confidence, give students a chance to talk about their reading with authority

· Instruction: ask questions, model/guide thinking

· Teach kids to monitor their own reading and thinking

· Evaluate appropriateness of text (whole-class or independent)

· Discussion as discovery
Different Conferences for Different Purposes
· Hearing kids read aloud to get a sense of accuracy, fluency, comprehension

· Checking in about independent reading (may or may not include oral reading)

· Focusing on a particular issue with a common text (hearing how individual students approach comprehension of very brief passages)

Holding a Reading Conference
Just Starting Out . . .
· “How is this book going?  Will you find a short passage and read it to me?”

· “Pick a passage that you think is important or interesting to you and read it to me.”

· “Find a part that you especially loved or a part that you’re wondering about.  Read a bit to me so that we can talk about what you’re thinking….”

Talking about Independent Reading. . . 
· “What are you reading?  How did you choose it?  How do you find good books?”

· “I am curious about your book choice.  Tell me a little bit about what you were thinking when you chose it.”

· “What’s on your to-read-next list? Which authors are your favorites?”

· “You have been reading this book for a while.  How long do you think it will take you to finish it?”

Helping students monitor their own comprehension. . . 
· “How is your thinking changing as you’ve been reading this book?”

· “Is there something you are understanding better than before?”

· “What are some of the pictures this is creating for you?  Any other senses you are noticing?”

· “What is this book reminding you of?” 

· “Last time we met, you mentioned that you were having some trouble with some of the words or some of the language. How is that going?”

· “What parts of the text are sticking in your head today?  What new vocabulary have you noticed today?”

· “Is there a sentence in your reading that really made sense to you?  Tell me about it…”

· “What are you doing when you find yourself not understanding something?”

· “I am curious about the questions you are asking as you read.  What happens inside your head when you’re asking questions?  See if you can explain how asking questions is helping you understand the text.”

· “Tell me about a time when this book has confused you and what you’ve done to get yourself back on track in your understanding.”

Using the time for some instruction. . .
· “When you read that page to me, you didn’t slow down at all.  Remember, we talk about pausing, considering, and reflecting as we read.  What would happen if you read it more slowly?”

· “I’m thinking that when you might not be grasping what the text is telling you, you just keep reading without making sure it makes sense.  I’d like you to focus on stopping periodically to check your understanding.”

· “You seem to be having trouble reading the dialogue where two characters are talking.  Stop periodically to make sure you know who is saying what.” 

How to end a conference...talk about plans for the future
· What the student should be thinking about and working on: “So we’ve been looking at the subtext in what characters are saying; when you’re reading the next chapter, think about what’s going on under the surface in...”

· A plan for the student’s future reading): “So why don’t you go to the library and get another Sonya Sones novel, since you so loved What My Mother Doesn’t Know”

· A plan for a future conference: “So next time let’s read another piece of dialogue...” 

